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1.0 Introduction 

The Municipality of Brockton plans to develop an 8.6ha outdoor soccer field complex as 

part of a larger, long-term municipal development plan for the northeast end of the town 

of Walkerton. This complex will comprise four soccer fields along with associated 

walkways and parking facilities along an extension of the existing Eastridge Road. The 

Municipality plans to begin construction of the soccer complex during fall 2015, with 

expected completion in early summer 2016. The soccer complex is anticipated to 

comprise part of a larger East Ridge Business Park that is proposed by the Municipality 

for development over the course of the next several years as lots are purchased. 

A portion of the lands comprising the planned soccer complex were actively farmed in 

2015 with row crop agriculture (winter wheat), while a portion comprised re-naturalizing 

meadow. Due to the known occurrence of the Species at Risk (SAR) Bobolink 

(Dolichonyx oryzivorus) and Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) to occur within the 

Walkerton vicinity, Natural Resource Solutions Inc. (NRSI) was retained by BM Ross 

and Associates, on behalf of the Municipality in June 2015, to complete a SAR 

Assessment within the area of the proposed soccer complex and surrounding business 

park. Through the course of targeted SAR surveys completed by NRSI in June and July 

2015, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark were recorded in agricultural field and meadow 

habitat located within and adjacent to the proposed soccer complex development. As 

provincial SAR, Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark, including their general habitats, are 

protected under Sections 9(1) and 1 0(1) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

Accordingly, the agricultural fields and meadow habitats in which they were observed 

are considered confirmed and protected habitat for these species. Impacts to these 

habitats, such as through construction of the proposed soccer complex, are prohibited 

unless permitted by the MNRF. 

Ontario Regulation 242/08 of the ESA identifies specific protection, mitigation, and 

habitat compensation requirements for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark. This Habitat 

Management Plan has been created to satisfy the requirements consistent with Ontario 

Regulation 242/08. This Plan is considered a living document, in that it will be updated 

as required to provide accurate and effective guidance to inform the implementation of 

compensatory habitat enhancement, management and monitoring activities. From time 
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to time updates to this Plan may be required based on results derived from habitat 

management and monitoring activities. An adaptive management approach will be 

followed, whereby habitat management methodologies will be re-evaluated and revised 

if found through monitoring to be ineffective. This Management Plan will be retained and 

updated as necessary through the five-year duration of Municipal responsibility for 

Bobolink/Eastern Meadowlark habitat management on the compensation lands, as 

required under provincial regulation. This document will be provided to the MNRF upon 

request. 

1.1 Subject Property for Proposed Development 

The proposed soccer complex development is located within municipally owned lands 

that correspond to the boundaries of the future business park within the town of 

Walkerton. This municipal property is considered the "subject property" for the purposes 

of this report, of which only a portion will be developed for the soccer complex. The 

subject property is located north of Eastridge Road and west of Ontario Road and 

County Road 19, within the town of Walkerton (Map 1 ). The proposed soccer complex is 

to be located centrally within the southern half of the proposed business park lands (Map 

2). This property is located within the provincial Ecoregion 6E. 

1.2 Requirements of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

The original ESA, written in 1971, recently underwent a year-long review which resulted 

in a number of changes that came into force in 2007. There is now a much stronger 

emphasis on science-based review and assessment of species completed by The 

Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO). Species 

designated as Threatened or Endangered automatically receive legal protection under 

the ESA and their habitats are protected generally under the Act (i.e. areas essential for 

breeding, rearing, feeding, hibernation and migration). 

Subsection 9(1) of the ESA states that: 

"No person shall, 

(a) kill, harm, harass, capture or take a living member of a species that is listed 
on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an extirpated, endangered or threatened 
species; 
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(b) possess, transport, collect, buy, sell, /ease, trade or offer to buy, sell, /ease or 
trade, 

(i) a living or dead member of a species that is listed on the Species at 
Risk in Ontario List as an extirpated, endangered or threatened species, 

(ii) any part of a living or dead member of a species referred to in 
subclause (i), 

(iii) anything derived from a living or dead member of a species referred 
to in subclause (i); or 

(c) sell, /ease, trade or offer to sell, /ease or trade anything that the person 
represents to be a thing described in subclause (b) (i), (ii) or (iii). 

Subsection 1 0(1)(a) of the ESA states that "No person shall damage or destroy the 

habitat of a species that is listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario list as an endangered 

or threatened species." In addition to this general habitat protection, there are a number 

of Regulations which have been created under the ESA which address specific species. 

Ontario Regulation 242/08 Section 23.6 identifies exemptions to ESA Subsections 9(1) 

and 1 0( 1) associated with land development activities such as the proposed soccer 

complex and which are <30ha, which are specific to impacts to Bobolink and Eastern 

Meadowlark and their habitats. These exemptions may be authorized by the MNRF 

provided that various conditions are met that effectively minimize potential for impact to 

the species and adequately compensate habitats to be removed through a habitat 

creation/enhancement, management and monitoring program. 

Section 23.6(4) of Ont. Reg. 242/08 specifies the conditions that must be satisfied by a 

person who carries out the habitat removal activities: 

"1. Before commencing the activity, the person must, 

i. give the Minister notice of the activity by submitting a notice of activity form 

available on the Registry to the Minister through the Registry, 

ii. prepare a habitat management plan in accordance with subsections (5) and 

(6), and 

iii. give the Minister a written undertaking to continue, after the end of the five­

year period referred to in paragraph 7, to manage any habitat created or 
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enhanced in accordance with paragraph 6 by carrying out the measures 

described in subsection (9) until the earlier of, 

a. the end of the 20-year period that follows the creation or 

enhancement of the habitat under paragraph 6, or 

b. if the area of habitat that was destroyed by the activity is 

eventually returned to a suitable state to be used by bobolink 

or eastern meadowlark, the day on which the area reaches 

that state." 

This Habitat Management Plan has been completed in fulfillment of sub-point (ii) above. 

Ont. Reg. 242/08 Section 23.6 contains various other clauses which govern the 

appropriate compensation of Bobolink/Eastern Meadowlark habitat removal through 

targeted habitat creation and/or enhancement activities on suitable lands. Specific 

requirements for long-term habitat management, monitoring and reporting have also 

been identified within the regulation. This report summarizes how these requirements 

will be met through description of a habitat management and monitoring plan for 

Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark, to be undertaken by the Municipality of Brockton in 

accordance with the conditions identified within Section 23.6. 
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2.0 Development Site 

2.1 Existing Conditions 

The subject property is approximately 50ha in size and is primarily comprised of annual 

row crops with a smaller area of successional meadow habitat. The crops grown in 

2015 include winter wheat, soybeans, and canola. Three hedgerows, mapped as Dry -

Fresh Deciduous Hedgrerow Thicket (THDM3), cross the subject property and are 

generally comprised of various shrubs and a few isolated trees. Some of the tree 

species present include American Basswood (Til/ia americana) and Manitoba Maple 

(Acer negundo). An area of regenerating Dry-Fresh Mixed Meadow (MEMM3) occurs 

north of the western terminus of Eastridge Road (Map 1). 

Photographs of the site are provided in Appendix I, showing actively cultivated 

agricultural lands and the re-naturalizing MEMM3 meadow within the subject property. 

2.2 Species at Risk Observations 

The following Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink survey methodology and results are a 

summary of the data collected by NRSI in June and July of 2015. These results were 

compiled within a SAR Assessment Report, dated July 29, 2015, and submitted to 

Municipality of Brockton (NRSI 2015; see Appendix II). 

2.2.1 Survey Methodology 

Targeted surveys for Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink were carried out by NRSI 

biologists on June 18, 2015, June 25, 2015 and July 2, 2015. An MNRF-approved 

survey methodology for Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark was followed in conducting 

each point count survey and transect (MNRF 2015). Ten point count stations were 

established along two transect lines within the subject property, and were monitored for 

10 minutes each per visit, in accordance with the survey protocol. Point count and 

transect locations are shown on Map 1. 
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2.2.2 Survey Results 

The field surveys documented confirmed breeding evidence for Bobolink and probable 

breeding evidence for Eastern Meadowlark within the subject property. A summary of 

results for both species is provided below. 

Bobolink 

Multiple Bobolink individuals were observed within the subject property during each site 

visit. It is anticipated that three pairs of Bobolinks breed in the subject property. One pair 

was observed in the northeast end of the regenerating Dry-Fresh Mixed Meadow 

(MEMM3) community. A second pair was observed near the boundary of the OAGM1 

canola and OAGM1 winter wheat fields north of Eastridge Road, utilizing both fields. The 

third pair was observed near point count station 1-1. See Map 2 for the general 

locations of the Bobolink observations within the subject property. Breeding was 

confirmed within the subject property due to observations of fledged young (BSC 2001). 

All three pairs were observed during each of the three site visits. 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Eastern Meadowlark individuals were observed within the subject property during all 

three site visits. It is anticipated that these observations represent two pairs of Eastern 

Meadowlarks. Repeated observation of these individuals in the same general locations 

is considered evidence of territoriality and therefore represents probable breeding on­

site (BSC 2001). The general locations of each observed Eastern Meadowlark pair are 

shown on Map 2. These birds were observed singing and perched in the trees and 

hydro poles near their territories. 

Based on the locations of probable and confirmed Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink 

breeding within the subject property, all of the winter wheat and canola row crop 

agricultural fields within the subject property were considered confirmed habitat for these 

species. The MEMM3 regenerating mixed meadow was also considered confirmed 

habitat (Map 2). Only the soybean field, at the west end of the subject property, was 

considered to not provide breeding habitat for these species based on a lack of 

observations within this field. Soybean row crop fields are generally not considered 

suitable habitat for either species. 
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3.0 Impact of Development 

3.1 Proposed Development 

The Municipality of Brockton plans to develop an 8.6ha outdoor soccer field complex as 

part of a larger, long-term development of the proposed East Ridge Business Park. This 

complex will include four soccer fields along with associated walkways and a surface­

level parking lot. An entrance to the parking lot will be constructed from the existing 

western terminus of Eastridge Road. Eastridge Road will be extended westward within 

the subject property to accommodate anticipated future development of the subject 

property as a business park. 

The Municipality plans to begin construction of the soccer complex during fall 2015 (site 

grading), with expected completion in June 2016. 

Project activities will include the removal of topsoil and site rough grading during fall 

2015. This will be followed by the installation of utility servicing, detailed grading, paving 

and landscaping to occur during early 2016. 

3.2 Habitat Removal Requirements 

The proposed soccer complex occurs entirely within lands considered confirmed 

Bobolink/Eastern Meadowlark habitat, as shown on Map 2. The proposed development 

will require the removal of 8.6 ha of confirmed SAR habitat. Specifically, the lands to be 

removed within the footprint of the proposed soccer complex primarily comprise winter 

wheat row crop field and the MEMM3 meadow community. A portion of one hedgerow 

also falls within the footprint of the soccer complex and will require removal. 

As stated in Ont. Reg. 242/08 Section 23.6(4)5, no part of the activity that is likely to 

damage or destroy the habitat of Bobolink or Eastern Meadowlark, or kill, harm, or 

harass these species (e.g., habitat removal), is to occur between May 1 and July 31 of 

any year. Any components of the activity should also be designed to minimize adverse 

effects on Bobolink or Eastern Meadowlark, such as by routing construction access 

roads along the perimeter of the fields rather than through the interior. 
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23.6 (1) This section applies with respect to any activity to develop land, such as the

construction of buildings, structures, roads or other infrastructure and the excavation and

landscaping of land, in an area that is the habitat of bobolink or eastern meadowlark, but does

not apply to an activity to which section 23.2 applies. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.

(2) Clause 9 (1) (a) and subsection 10 (1) of the Act do not apply to a person who, while

carrying out an activity described in subsection (1), kills, harms, harasses, captures or takes a

bobolink or an eastern meadowlark, or damages or destroys its habitat, if,

(a) the size of the area of habitat of bobolink or eastern meadowlark that is damaged or

destroyed by the activity is equal to or less than 30 hectares; and

(b) the person satisfies all of the conditions set out in subsection (4). O. Reg. 176/13, s.

14.

(3) Subclauses 9 (1) (b) (i) and (ii) of the Act do not apply to the possession or transport of

a bobolink or an eastern meadowlark if, pursuant to subsection (2), clause 9 (1) (a) of the Act

did not apply with respect to the bobolink or eastern meadowlark. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.

(4) The following are the conditions that a person who carries out an activity described in

subsection (1) must satisfy for the purposes of clause (2) (b):

1. Before commencing the activity, the person must,

i. give the Minister notice of the activity by submitting a notice of activity form

available on the Registry to the Minister through the Registry,

ii. prepare a habitat management plan in accordance with subsections (5) and (6),

and

iii. give the Minister a written undertaking to continue, after the end of the five-year

period referred to in paragraph 7, to manage any habitat created or enhanced in

accordance with paragraph 6 by carrying out the measures described in

subsection (9) until the earlier of,

A. the end of the 20-year period that follows the creation or enhancement of the

habitat under paragraph 6, or

B. if the area of habitat that was destroyed by the activity is eventually returned

to a suitable state to be used by bobolink or eastern meadowlark, the day on

which the area reaches that state.



2. The person must ensure that the notice of activity form submitted under

subparagraph 1 i includes,

i. a description of the activity,

ii. the proposed start and end dates of the activity and the area in which it will be

carried out, and

iii. an indication as to whether the activity will be carried out on land that is habitat

for bobolink, for eastern meadowlark, or for both, as the case may be.

3. The person must follow the requirements of section 23.3 with respect to the

completion of the notice of activity form, the keeping of records relating to the notice

of activity form and the updating of the information on the Registry.

4. Once a habitat management plan is prepared under subparagraph 1 ii, the person

must,

i. comply with any provisions in the habitat management plan with respect to the

manner in which,

A. the activity should be carried out, and

B. the habitat for bobolink or eastern meadowlark referred to in paragraph 6

should be created or enhanced, as the case may be, and managed,

ii. retain a copy of the habitat management plan for at least five years after the

activity is complete, and

iii. provide a copy of the habitat management plan to the Ministry within 14 days of

receiving a request for it.

5. While carrying out the activity, the person must,

i. not perform any part of the activity that is likely to damage or destroy the habitat of

bobolink or eastern meadowlark or kill, harm or harass bobolink or eastern

meadowlark, between May 1 and July 31 of any year, and

ii. take reasonable steps to minimize adverse effects of the activity on bobolink and

eastern meadowlark, including, if applicable, routing access roads along existing

fencerows or hedgerows if possible.



6. The person must either create new habitat for bobolink or eastern meadowlark or

enhance an already existing habitat for bobolink or eastern meadowlark as follows:

i. the area of the new or enhanced habitat must,

A. be located outside of the area where the activity is carried out but within the

same ecoregion as that area or in an ecoregion that is adjacent to that area,

and

B. meet the requirements of subsection (7) with respect to its size and

dimensions,

ii. within 12 months after the day the activity described in subsection (1) is

commenced, the work of creating or enhancing the habitat must be completed in

a manner that ensures that the habitat meets the requirements of subsection (8)

with respect to the types of vegetation it provides.

7. For five years after habitat is created or enhanced in accordance with paragraph 6,

the person must do the following annually:

i. manage the habitat by carrying out the measures described in subsection (9), and

ii. monitor the area in which the habitat was created or enhanced by conducting at

least three surveys every year at a time when bobolink or eastern meadowlark

are likely to be present, to determine if the species are in fact present and, if so,

to assess fledgling success.

8. The person must prepare and maintain a record in respect of the activity and the

habitat created or enhanced under paragraph 6 and ensure that the record meets

the requirements of subsection (10) and the person must,

i. retain the record until December 31 of the final year of the five-year period during

which the person must manage and monitor the new or enhanced habitat, and

ii. provide a copy of the record to the Ministry within 14 days of receiving a request

for it. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.

(5) A habitat management plan shall be prepared by one or more persons with expertise in

relation to bobolink or eastern meadowlark, or both, as the case may be, using the best

available information on steps that may help minimize or avoid adverse effects on the species to

which the plan relates, which includes consideration of information obtained from the Ministry,



aboriginal traditional knowledge and community knowledge if it is reasonably available. O. Reg.

179/14, s. 3.

(6) A habitat management plan shall include the following information:

1. The name and contact information of the person on whose behalf the activity

described in subsection (1) is being carried out.

2. With respect to the area of bobolink or eastern meadowlark habitat that is likely to be

damaged or destroyed by the activity described in subsection (1),

ion, including a detailed map,

ii. the ecoregion in which the area is located, and

iii. the size of the area in hectares.

3. With respect to the activity described in subsection (1) that the person proposes to

carry out,

i. a description of the activity, and

ii. the proposed start date of the activity,

4. With respect to the area intended as new or enhanced habitat under paragraph 6 of

subsection (4),

ii. the ecoregion in which the area is located,

iii. the size of the area in hectares,

iv. the composition of the soils covering the area, and

v. the percentage of the area covered by grass species at the time the habitat

management plan is prepared.

5. A description of how the area intended as new or enhanced habitat under paragraph

6 of subsection (4) will be created or enhanced and managed for eastern

meadowlark or bobolink, including,

i. a description of the areas to be seeded, and of the composition of the seed

mixture such as the species and their relative percentage within the seed

mixture,



ii. phasing and times of the year for site preparation, planting, seeding, tending and

maintenance, and

iii. a description of the practices that will be undertaken for site preparation, planting,

seeding, tending and maintenance, including the requirements set out in

subsections (8) and (9). O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.

(7) An area that will be converted into new or enhanced habitat for bobolink or eastern

meadowlark must meet the following requirements as to its size and dimensions:

1. The area must be larger than the area of the habitat for bobolink or eastern

meadowlark that is damaged or destroyed by the activity.

2. The area may be made up of separate parcels of land, but the minimum size of any

individual parcel must be no less than four hectares.

3. No portion of the area shall be less than 200 metres in width. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.

(8) Habitat for bobolink or eastern meadowlark that has been created or enhanced under

paragraph 6 of subsection (4) must meet the following requirements with respect to the types of

vegetation it provides:

1. A minimum of 60 to 80 per cent of the habitat must be covered with at least three

different grass species and any remaining part of the habitat that is not covered with

grass species must be covered with forbs or legumes.

2. Among the grass species referred to in paragraph 1, at least one must grow greater

than 50 centimetres high under normal growing conditions. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.

(9) The following are the requirements to manage habitat for bobolink or eastern

meadowlark that has been created or enhanced under paragraph 6 of subsection (4):

1. The area shall not be harvested, mowed or cut between April 1 and July 31 of any

year.

2. If the habitat is used for pasture, grazing farm animals must be excluded from at

least 50 per cent of the habitat from April 1 until July 31 of each year.

3. In each of the five years following the creation or enhancement of the habitat, take

such actions as are necessary to maintain the grass species, forbs and legumes in

the area in the proportions described in paragraph 1 of subsection (8) and remove

woody vegetation and invasive species. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.



(10) The record required under paragraph 8 of subsection (4) shall,

(a) document the steps taken by the person under subparagraph 5 ii of subsection (4)

to minimize adverse effects of the activity described in subsection (1) on bobolink or

eastern meadowlark;

(b) document the steps taken by the person to create or enhance habitat under

paragraph 6 of subsection (4) and to manage that habitat under subparagraph 7 i of

subsection (4);

(c) include photographs of the area created or enhanced as habitat under paragraph 6

of subsection (4) that show the area prior to and after the habitat is created or

enhanced;

(d) include data and information collected during monitoring under subparagraph 7 ii of

subsection (4); and

(e) include details of any encounters with the species. O. Reg. 176/13, s. 14.





MUNICIPALITY OF BROCKTON
EAST RIDGE BUSINESS PARK SERVICING MASTER PLAN

SPECIES AT RISK

MEETING NOTES  July 16, 2015

A meeting was held on Thursday, July 16, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Municipality of Brockton
Office to discuss preliminary results of the Species At Risk assessment completed by NRSI for
the proposed East Ridge Business Park (ERBP). The following were in attendance:

Mark Gaynor ) Municipality of Brockton
Deb Roth )

Ryan Archer ) Natural Resource Solutions Inc. (NRSI)
Brett Woodman )

Lisa Courtney ) B. M. Ross and Associates Limited (BMROSS)

The following matters were discussed:
ACTION

1.0 Species At Risk Assessment

The meeting began with Ryan A. explaining that the three bird surveys have been
completed as per the requirements of the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry (MNRF) Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark survey protocol. During the
surveys, NRSI staff observed multiple occurrences of Bobolinks and Eastern
Meadowlarks in the ERBP study area. Ryan explained that these species are
protected under the Endangered Species Act and that there are specific policies
within O. Reg. 242/08 relating to Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark.

2.0 Registration and Permitting

Brett W. stated that under O. Reg 242/08 the MNRF has implemented a
streamlined process for exemptions to the permit process for works associated
with Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark habitat loss in sites less than 30 hectares.
He suggested that the soccer field area be considered separately from the
remainder of the ERBP, since it comprises an area <30 ha, which would allow it
to proceed within the desired timeline. He explained the standard MNRF
permitting process under Section 17(2)(c) of the ESA can take over a year to
complete.

File No. 12154
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Ryan outlined the three conditions that must be met to allow a development to
proceed under the streamlined registration process. The first is filing a Notice of
Activity with MNRF. The Notice provides details of the planned development
activities and the details and timing of the removal of habitat. Once the Notice of
Activity is received by MNRF, they provide a confirmation of receipt within 2
days. The second requirement for the registration process is the completion of a
draft habitat management plan which details habitat compensation requirements
and other measures to avoid or minimize impact to the species. The last
requirement is providing MNRF a written undertaking to manage the
created/enhanced compensation habitat for up to 20 years following habitat
creation/enhancement.
monitor the habitat compensation lands for the 5-year period following habitat
creation/enhancement, following which the MNRF will take responsibility for
these activities. He also explained that habitat compensation must be greater in
area than habitat removed, even if only slightly greater. For the soccer field areas,
the area that must be compensated for is approximately 8.6 ha, meaning that
habitat compensation area(s) must be at least 8.61 ha in size.

3.0 Habitat Compensation

The requirements for habitat compensation for Eastern Meadowlark and Bobolink
are: can comprise more than 1 parcel of land, no parcel of land smaller than 4 ha
and land must be at least 200 m wide. Brett explained that if agricultural lands
(i.e., row cropped areas) are to be considered, the lands must have a perennial
grass crop such as hay.  Specifically, at least 60-80% of the compensation area
must be comprised of at least 3 different grass species, at least one species of
which must grow greater than 50 cm high under normal growing conditions.  The
remainder of the compensation area must comprise forbs or legumes. Any habitat
created will also require rough-cutting, once a year to prevent woody plant
species from becoming established.

The group reviewed aerial photography of the lands surrounding the ERBP, and
identified potential areas for habitat compensation for the soccer fields. NRSI will
do a brief field visit to the areas surrounding the ERBP following the meeting.
Brett suggested that decommissioned landfills have been successfully utilized as
compensation lands in other municipalities, and should be considered.

Deb R. informed the group that an area of the Walkerton-Hanover landfill has
been decommissioned and may be suitable. BMROSS and NRSI will obtain more
information on the landfill. Brett suggested that the lands earmarked for future
landfill expansion could be kept in row crop agriculture (e.g. corn) that is not
used as habitat by Bobolink or Eastern Meadowlark in order to prevent their use
of the area. Deb asked if the presence of the birds will impact the rental of the
lands in the ERBP to farmers for agriculture. Brett responded that if it is used for
compensation, the farmers would be required not to harvest any hay crop between
April 1and July 31. Deb also asked about a recently sold lot in the ERBP and the
implications under the Endangered Species Act. Ryan explained that the owner of
the property is responsible to meet the requirements of the Endangered Species
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The meeting concluded at 11:00 a.m. Should there be any errors or omissions to these meeting
notes, please notify the undersigned.
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Act. Brett suggested that the land could be included in the same Notice of
Activity filing as the proposed soccer fields.

It was discussed by the group that the remainder of the ERBP lands, outside of
the planned soccer facility, should proceed through the standard ESA permitting
process (i.e., a C-permit).  Because development of the ERBP is a long-term
process, the longer time frame of the C-permit application process will not be
problematic.  As well, Deb and Mark agreed that it would be preferable to obtain
ESA clearance for these lands by receiving an approved C-permit from MNRF
prior to selling to individual landowners.  With the Municipality undertaking the
permitting process for the entire ERBP, this requirement is not imposed on the
future landowners.

4.0 Next Steps

Town staff indicated the priority of the development of the soccer field area.
Ryan informed the group that other species at risk were observed in the study area
(barn and bank swallows); however, the ERBP is not considered nesting habitat
for these species. Therefore, habitat mitigation requirements for these species are
not expected in association with the soccer field development. Additionally, two
trees with suitable bat cavities were identified, which may be used by SAR bats.
However, as these trees are not part of a larger treed area, they are not considered
habitat based on guidance NRSI has previously received from MNRF Midhurst
District for a separate development. Ryan indicated that these assumptions will be
confirmed through correspondence with the MNRF Midhurst District
Management Biologist.

To allow construction of the soccer fields to continue, the registration process will
need to start immediately. BMROSS and NRSI will work on identifying potential
compensation lands (a total > 8.6 ha) within the municipality. Mark G. stated the
next meeting of Council is on August 24 and asked if a draft compensation plan
could be completed within that timeframe. BMROSS and NRSI will work
towards that deadline.
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