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The origin of the company that became R. Truax Son -& Company 

Limited goes back to the earliest days of Walkerton as a settlement. 

On December 7, 1851, Joseph Walker, the founder of the town, and his 

son William purchased from the Crown a tract of land consisting of 

40 acres lying South of the Durham Road in the Township of Brant and 

now in the Town of Walkerton. Along with the land they secured the 

water power rights on that part of the Saugeen River which flowed 

across the property. The use of water power today is mainly confined 

to huge Hydro Electric Power installations but at the time of our 

story, 120 years ago, it was the essential around which most com

munities were built. In the summer of 1852 Joseph Walker erected 

a sawmill on the site of the present door plant and the same year 

threw a dam across the river from both banks to an island near its 

centre to provide power for the mill. As a matter of interest, 

Walker, with the assistance of several farmers in the area, erected 

a gristmill in 1853 which was followed by a woolen mill in 1862. 

All three mills drew their power from the same source of energy and 

were Walkerton's main industries for several years to come. The 

gristmill has survived but the woolen mill disappeared. 

On August 7, 1867, Joseph Walker sold the sawmill, gristmill, 

and lands comprising the original tract to John Saylor of Walkerton. 

The following ten years saw this business change hands three times; 

John Saylor selling to Stephen Noxon of Walkerton and his brothers 

of Ingersoll, Ontario, in 1870; the Noxons to David Moore and his 

son David William Moore in 1877 and the Moores to Reuben E. Truax 

of Walkerton on November 7, 1878. The sawmill or what it was 

eventually to become still carries the name T'ruax in its title. 

In January, 1871, the building containing the sawmill was 
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enlarged by the Noxon brothers and a full range of woodworking 

machinery installed for the manufacture of windows, doors, mouldings, 

stairs, etc. to supply the local building trade. This industry, 

therefore, as a millwork plant, celebrated its lOOth anniversary in 

January of this year. There was . no thought at that time of shipping 

the products of the mill to distant points as the means of transpor

tation did not exist. This was to come later. 

The late Reuben E. Truax, Sr. was born in Rougemont, Quebec, on 

November 30, 1848. His parents, not happy with conditions in their 

native province decided to move to the new country that was then 

opening up in Western Ontario, and the summer of 1855 found them with 

their three sons, Reuben, Phillip and Samuel in the settlement of 

Walkerton. A fourth son, Joseph, was born the following year. At 

a later date the three youngest brothers were associated with their 

brother, Reuben, in business. Two years later both parents died 

almost at the same time and their remains are interred in the "Old 

Scottish Kirk" cemetery near the East bank of the Saugeen River and 

to the North of the present Truax dam. The children were placed in 

other homes and Reuben Truax, at the age of 14, secured employment 

with a man named Hall who operated a sawmill at Maple Hill and it 

was here that he familiarized himself with the lumbering business 

to which he was attached for the rest of his life. 

The firm of R. Truax and Company, as it was known following 

purchase from David Moore, operated logging camps along the upper 

waters of the Saugeen and it was a familiar sight in the spring of 

the year to see great booms of logs being driven down river to their 

mill at Walkerton. Logg"ing and sawmilling operations were jointly 

carried on until shortly after the "turn of the century when the 
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Some Walkerton members of the J lie Nightingale, Frink H1rtm1n, 
Lloyd-Truax Limited staff at·. ,Sylvester Sctimldt, Tom Meyer 
1t:n .. u11q t::. H . .8 usrie Truax Ap- J ,and Kay Mullen; while seated 11 
1preciation Night, are standing, ,guest of honour E. H. "Bustltt" 
1leff to right George Bester, Char·· Truix. 

FIRlVI HOLDS E. H. "RUSTIE" 
TRUAX APPRECIATION NIGHT 

Al a dinner gatheri ng at the 
Hartlev House. members of the 
staff of Lloyd-Truax Limited from 
Wingham Walkerton and Toronto 
.met to honour E. H. "Bustie" 
Truax. 

President C. D. Lloyd gave the 
addres · 1md made the presenta· 
lion. of 'a reclining chair. 

In his reply, Buslie reminisced 
o! his days in the door business, 
mentioning the hard days selling 
in the early 30's, and outlining 
highlights from his long associa
tion in the door industry. 

He statcct tnat it was in Novem
ber of 1878 tJiat hi·s grandfather, 
Reuben E. Truax botight the saw
mill from David Moore and hi!: 
son, and Bustie stated if he had 
completed three more years in 
the business it would have meant 

100 years for the Truax family in 
the industry. 

All pn·~e at wished Bustie a 
happy and contented retirem.ent 
so well deserved . It 1~•as. menU911-
ed that his warm, wmnmg ways 
will certainly be missed at the 
',Vfogham and Walkerton plants. 

Retires After 52% Years Service 

Parker Camobell retired from 
llova-Truax Ltd. on October 31, 
1978, after 52 * years service 
with the Company. He started 
ln February of 1926 with the 
Llovd firm In Wlnqham. Ont.. 
•nd was transferred to Wilker. 
ton Tn 1965. 

During the thlrtMn VHrt of 
r;ommutlng by' car, h• hid to 

f P•nd one night stranded In 1 

snowdrift, much to the concern 
of all. 

He w11 presented with • fish. 
lnR rod, rHI ind e11e by hl!i 
f~llow workers, · 1~ the ma"° 
1gement prennted him. with a 
liucrllad Mrometer, mo~ 
ltere being held by Mr. Cemp. 
hit 
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logging camps were discontinued. However, logs were purchased from 

farmers and independent loggers until 1920 when sawmilling operations 

were also discontinued. Since that time the Company has_ purchased 

its lumber requirements on the open market. 

As previously noted a not unimportant part of .this industry was 

the planing mill or millwork shop which turned out doors, sash, 

frames and mouldings. The planing mill continued in operation fol-

lowing the closing of the sawmill but would hardly be recognized by 

its predecessor as a completely new plant was built in 1913 and the 

original building dismantled and torn down. It is worth noting that 

almost every city, town and village in the early days had its planing 

mill which supplied the needs of its immediate area. Reuben Truax, 

looking to the future, foresaw the day of mass production and the end 

of the small town sash and door factory unless it could be reorganized 

to supply the needs of the many instead of the few. As a result a 

wholesale department was set up in or about the year 1885 and the 

products of the mill marketed throughout Western Ontario as far 

East as Toronto and the Niagara Peninsula. Phillip Truax, who had 

been associated with his brother since the beginning, moved to 

Toronto as salesman for the company. An addition was built to the 

North end of the new plant in 1921 to provide off ice and warehouse 

space and in 1926 a two story addition was built on to the South 

end to enlarge the manufacturing area. Other buildings for the 

storage of dry lumber, plywood and finished goods were added as the 

need arose. 

Of historical interest, the original dam built by Joseph Walker 

in 1852 was replaced with a more substantial structure in the early 

1870's by the. Noxon Company and the headrace enlarged to provide . 
additional power. In 1919 the half of the dam on the West bank was 
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replaced again by a concrete structure followed by the half on the 

East bank in 1922. This is the dam that is seen today from the bridge 

at the East end of the town. Incidentally, in the early days this 

was the only dam on the Saugeen between Walkerton and the mouth of 

the river at Southampton and the story is told that in the spring 

of the year when the fish could make their way upriver unimpeded they 

were so plentiful at the base of the dam that farmers would cart them 

away by wagonloads to be used for fertilizing their fields. For the 

information of the shocked conservationist the fish were mainly of 

the coarse varieties known as suckers and mullets. Any game fish so 

collected were probably reserved for table use. 

Reuben Eldridge Truax, senior partner of the company for 59 

years, passed away on April 3rd, 1935. Head of a local industry for 

three generations, former mayor, reeve and councillor of the town, 

head of the Hospital Board for a decade and member of the House of 

Commons and Provincial Legislature for 27 years, Fenian Raid veteran 

and good neighbour, his passing was genuinely regretted by the 

community. An enthusiastic follower of Izaak Walton, only a few 

weeks before his passing and apparently in good health he had been 

looking forward to the first of May when he could again cast a line 

into his favourite fishing stream. 

It is worthy of note that many of the employees of this concern 

spent the most active years of their life in its employ. Jimmy 

Brislin, George Koller, Dave Brindley, Bill Winters and Harry Bolden 

completed fifty or more years of devoted service while records of 

forty and thirty years were not uncommon. Due to brevity of space 

and the numbers involved it is only possible to name those who reached 

the fifty year mark. There were many others whose skills, loyalty 

and integrity are remembered and who contributed greatly to the 

prosperity of the company over the years. 
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~orge Bester, centre and Syl· were presented at the Jllant din· 
ve5ter Schmidt, left, were pre· ner which was held at Carlsruhe. 
sented with gold watches after Shown on right is Bustle Truax, 
having served 25 years on the who has now retired from the 
staff of Lloyd.Truax Ltd. These Lloyd-Truax company. 
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The firm was enlarged in 1906 to include in partnership Mr. R. 

E. Truax's son Harry. Then, after his return from overseas in 1919, 

a son-in-law of the head of the company, Mr. George H. D. Martyn 

entered the firm in an executive capacity resulting in the title 

being changed to R. Truax Son & Company. Eldridge Truax and Reuben 

E. Truax Jr. were admitted to partnership in January, 1939. The 

company was incorporated in 1949 with Harry E. Truax as President, 

R. E. Truax J~. as Vice President and E. H. Truax as Secretary

Treasurer and General Manager. Mr. G. H. D. Martyn, who had served 

the company faithfully for thirty years passed away in August 1949. 

An astute business man and with the firm's best interest at heart 

he did much to advance the general welfare of the company. 

The full range of millwork items manufactured by the company 

varied little in scope from the beginning up to 1939 although from 

the year 1921 onwards there was a noticeable increase in the volume 

of doors and window sash produced. With the advent of the Second 

World War a new set of conditions was imposed on the Canadian 

Construction Industry in that where the Industry had previously concen

trated on commercial and industrial construction and private housing 

they now had to swing over rapidly to the erection of armament and 

explosive plants to the almost total exclusion of construction in the 

private sector. Simultaniously, military camps sprang up across the 

land creating an i1TUT1ediate demand for doors and sash for barrack 

blocks and administrative buildings. This was followed by the erec

tion of countless thousands of housing units in the vicinity of the 

armament artd explosive plants by Wartime Housing Limited, a Crown 

company created for the purpose of providing shelter for the many 

people who transferred from peacetime to wartime employment. All in 

all these activities served to keep many companies alive that were 
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not directly involved in the war effort enabling them to bridge a 

period which otherwise would have been fraught with difficulties. The 

transition from a wartime to peacetime economy was accomplished with 

ease and introduced a period of prosperity _unprecedented in the 

millwork industry. 

Following the war the company concentrated on producing solid 

and veneer doors, window sash and wood mo~ldings. The lines of 

general millwork, an important item up to 1939, were dropped in the 

interest of increased door production. A glance at a catalogue of 

the mid-fifties shows doors in Pine, Douglas Fir and Cedar and veneer 

doors in Birch, Ash, Oak, Mahogany and Walnut. Sash were supplied 

either open or glazed and glass consumption was at the rate of a car

load a month. During the early fifties the company introduced its 

own trucking system which transported its merchandise to all points 

in Northern and Southern Ontario and Northern Quebec. Lumber, 

generally, was in short supply in the post war years but the company 

was furtunate in its mill connections in California and British 

Columbia and at no time suffered in this respect. 

On February 1st, 1963, R. Truax Son & Company Limited merged 

their interests with C. Lloyd & Son Limited another large door 

manufacturer located at Wingham, Ontario. The title of the new 

company is Lloyd-Truax Limited with head office at Wingham. Under 

the new arrangement solid panel doors and louvre bifold units are 

made at Walkerton and all veneer doors at Wingham. Sales have 

expanded and warehouses are maintained at Toronto and Ottawa in 

Ontario and Edmonton and Calgary in Alberta. The company also has 

well-established distributor connections in all other provinces in 

Canada excepting British Columbia which is well serviced by local 

industries. Solid panel doors of colonial design and louvre bifold 



Shown 11 the last and 1keleton 1taff at the Walkerton 
brench of Lloyd-TruH Limited, just prior to •II operations 
being closed down and moved to the main plent at WI~ 
ham. 

Jack Row, left to rlpt, Norm Rud•, Lenore Hln1pe1"9•r, 
Ruth Watson, Ruth Crltchfl•ld, Adrien St•yn, G-rve a.-

ter, Albert Neis•n, Glenn Miiier. 
Front Row, left to right, Lorraine Weber, Donelct. Mlt

ler, Judy Schumaker, Ruth Brindley, Sunn Woods, Charlie 
Fulcher, Frank Hartman, Sylvest•r Schmidt, Cliff Jolina.on, 
Barry Fish, Tom Meyer. 



units are exported to London, England. The company looks forward 

with confidence to the future. 

7. 

January 1980 

Time passes and seventeen years have elapsed since the merger 

of the Lloyd-Truax Companies on February 1st, 1963. 

While there has been little change in the type and design of 

doors produced over this period, manufacturing methods have greatly 

improved, largely as the result of the installation of new machinery 

for the dowell type of construction. Western Red Cedar which was 

used exclusively in solid stile and rail door manufacturing until 

recent years has been supplemented to some extent by other' highly 

acceptable species such as West Coast Hemlock and Redwood owing to 

periodical shortages of the first named species. 

Over the years there has been little change in the marketing 

policy of the company with the major portion of the doors produced 

going to the domestic housing industry. Export sales to the United 

Kingdom and other foreign markets have been spotty, but during 1979 

showed a strong upward trend. 

The years since amalgamation have seen several changes in 

plant management. Joseph Ellecott the first manager who was forced . 

to retire as result of a severe stroke was followed by Stanley Orien, 

Gerald Wilhelm, Thomas Meyer, Cameran Reeves and Norm Rude. All of 

these men made their contribution to the welfare of the company; some 
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moving to higher positions within the organization such as Gerald 

Wilhelm, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Wilhelm of Walker.ton, who is now 

manufacturing manager of all the canpany's operations. Norman Rude, 

superintendant of the Walkerton plant for the past five years, has 

been involved in many of the improvements that saw the plant reach 

peak productivity and was ably assisted in his efforts by the as

sistant manager Tom Meyer, Charles Fulcher, maintenance foreman and 

a dedicated group of employees. Time and space does not permit the 

naming of many who deserve special recognition. However, it would 

not be fitting to overlook two employees, Parker Campbell and 

Franklin Hartman, who completed more than fifty years of service 

with the company. 

A marked change compared with the older days is that approxi

mately fifty percent of the employees to-day are women. The intro

duction of the forklift truck, conveyer belts and automated hoists 

in the production lines has eliminated much of the heavy work that 

formerly existed, and when the technique has been m~stered, women very 

often excel. They also add a touch of colour to what was once a 

men's club exclusively. 

On December 15, 1963 the Lloyd and Truax Interests sold the 

business to Toromont Industrial Holdings Ltd. of Toronto. During the 

ten years of their ownership, Toromont spared neither time nor money 

in making the company one of the most efficient door plants on the 

North American continent both production and quality wise. Owing to 

a desire on their part, Toromont decided to disassociate themselves 

from building industry and concentrate on the refrigeration industry 

in which they were also heavily involved. As a result, Lloyd-Truax 

Limited was sold to Multi-Seaway Corporation of Toronto in December 

1975, the owner of another large door plant, Premium Forest Products 
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Limited of the same city. 

The Walkerton plant continued running under the new ownership 

until the end of January 1980, when it ceased operation. The closing 

terminated 128 years· of continuous operation, first as a sawmill; 

from 1871 to 1963 as general millwor:'k plant; and from 1963 to the 

time of closing as a manufacturer of doors only. 

Composed by E. H. (Buster) Truax. 





The Walkerton Planing & Saw Mills 
. .. . . 

The origin~J.l plant operated by Reuben Truax, Ex. M.P. 
1876 -1914 

Door" l11<1rk our moments of truth. our points of 
conl~1d. On lhci1· h,iinges swing our fate. \Ve go 
through them from one passage of. our lives to an-
other. retrcatin.g. arriviag, departing, returning. 

r 
. t 

. [ 
• I 

. r 

,. I 


