
Campaign Expenses 2014 
 
Expenses 
 
The Municipal Elections Act, 1996 contains a number of requirements 
regarding the incurring of expenses. Candidates should become familiar with 
these provisions. 
 
Campaign expenses are those costs incurred by the candidate or on the 
candidate’s behalf during his or her campaign. The nomination filing fee is an 
expense and must be reported.  
 
Goods and services donated to the campaign are also expenses and must be 
reported. A receipt must be provided for fair market value.  
Only nominated persons can incur expenses during their campaign period. 
Payment of any campaign expense must be made by cheque drawn from the 
campaign account and a receipt providing the details and proof of payment 
must be obtained. 
 
All expenses must be reported in the financial disclosure form (Form 4) to be 
filed by the candidate with the clerk. 
 
Spending Limits 
 
There are limits on the amount a candidate may spend on expenses during 
the candidate’s campaign period. Campaign expense limits are based on a 
formula that corresponds to the number of electors in the jurisdiction or 
ward in which the candidate is seeking office. There are different expense 
limits for heads of municipal council and for members of municipal councils 
and school boards. 
 
The clerk must provide each candidate with an estimated spending limit 
upon filing of nomination papers. The estimate will be calculated based on 
the number of electors in the previous election. 
 
Within ten days after the close of nominations, the clerk must provide each 
candidate with a final spending limit. The final campaign spending limit will 
be calculated based on the number of electors on the voters’ list for the 
current election. 

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/FormDetail?OpenForm&ACT=RDR&TAB=PROFILE&SRCH=&ENV=WWE&TIT=9503&NO=017-9503P


If the final limit is lower than the estimate, the higher amount becomes the 
candidate’s official spending limit. 
 
Formula to calculate the candidate’s limit: 
 
Head of municipal council: $7,500 plus $0.85 per eligible elector  
Member of municipal council or school board: $5,000 plus $0.85 per eligible 
elector. 
If the candidate is seeking office in a ward system, the number of electors in 
the ward will be used in the formula to calculate his or her spending limit. 
 
Types of Expenses 
 
Unless described below, all expenses count toward the candidates spending 
limit.  
Expense items not subject to spending limit: 

• expenses incurred in holding a fundraising function;  
• expenses incurred for parties and other expressions of appreciation 

after the close of voting;  
• expenses relating to a court action for a controverted election;  
• expenses relating to a recount in respect of an election;  
• expenses relating to a compliance audit;  
• expenses incurred by a candidate with a disability that are directly 

related to the disability and would not have been incurred if not for the 
election; and  

• audit and accounting fees. 
 
NOTE: Expenses related to fundraising functions are exempt from the 
campaign spending limit. However, in order to qualify as a fundraising 
function, an event must have the raising of money as its primary purpose. 
Campaign events at which incidental fundraising takes place do not qualify 
as fundraising functions. Similarly, a brochure promoting awareness of a 
candidate that contains contact information to make campaign contributions 
does not qualify as a fundraising function, and the expenses related to the 
brochure are not exempt from the spending limit. 
 
Deadline for Claiming Expenses 
 
The campaign period ends on December 31, 2014. Candidates should 
request suppliers to submit bills on or before this date. 
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