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Recommendation: 
That Council of the Municipality of Brockton hereby receives Report Number ED2018-08 prepared by 
Kathleen Arseneau, Community Development Coordinator and Sonya Watson, CAO/Clerk regarding 
Ontario’s Main Streets Revitalization Initiative and provides staff further direction.  

Report: 
Background: 

We have received notification that The Municipality of Brockton qualifies for $46,015.23 of the 
Ontario’s Main Street Revitalization Initiative to ensure investment in the community’s main 
street/downtown areas to support small businesses. Notification to the AMO of the types of projects 
council wishes to undertake is required. Municipalities will have to provide annual reporting and 
results through the AMO website by May 15, 2019 and every year thereafter until the funds are spent. 
Funds must be spent by March 31, 2020.  Please refer to the attachment Ontario’s Main Street 
Revitalization Initiative. 

Analysis: 

As of April 1, 2018, municipal governments can invest in revitalization activities that will support small 
businesses through activities undertaken to revitalize main streets. The work can be identified as 
priority through an existing Community Improvement Plan or municipal physical infrastructure 
priorities identified through other municipal land use planning document for the municipality’s main 
street that involves the construction, renewal, renovation or redevelopment, or material enhancement 
in each of the following categories: 

Implementation of priority financial incentives in existing Community Improvement Plans such as:  

a. Commercial building façade improvements;  
b. Preservation and adaptive reuse of heritage and industrial buildings;  

https://icreate5.esolutionsgroup.ca/230933_Brockton/en/our-services/resources/Council/2018-03-26_March-26-2018/Attachments/Ontarios-Main-Street-Revitalization-Initiative.pdf
https://icreate5.esolutionsgroup.ca/230933_Brockton/en/our-services/resources/Council/2018-03-26_March-26-2018/Attachments/Walkerton-Community-Improvement-Plan.pdf


c. Provision of affordable housing;  
d. Space conversion for residential and commercial uses;  
e. Structural improvements to buildings (e.g. Building Code upgrades);  
f. Improvement of community energy efficiency; and  
g. Accessibility enhancements.  

Funding of strategic municipal physical infrastructure such as:  

a. Signage – wayfinding/directional, and gateway;  
b. Streetscaping and landscape improvements – lighting, banners, murals, street furniture, 

interpretive elements, public art, urban forestation, accessibility, 
telecommunications/broadband equipment, parking, active transportation infrastructure 
(e.g. bike racks/storage, cycling lanes and paths) and pedestrian walkways/trails; and  

c. Marketing plan implementation – business attraction and promotion activities, special 
events.  

Municipalities can identify projects in one or both categories. 

Section 4.3 of the Official Plan pertaining to the Community Improvement Plan, reports eleven actions 
to improve community facilities and infrastructure to address social, environmental and economic 
priorities and needs for the community.  

1. Maintain or improve municipal services, public utilities and social and recreational facilities. 
2. Identify and prioritize public works projects and funding programs which assist in stimulating 

economic activity in the Community. 
3. Coordinate public projects and expenditures to optimize their benefit to the community. 
4. Promote community improvements which address existing environmental concerns or 

sustainability goals. 
5. Maintain community standards for the maintenance of private property. 
6. Promote the redevelopment of vacant or underutilized properties and buildings and improve 

conditions in older, residential neighbourhoods. 
7. Improve the property and business tax base by encouraging economic expansion and new 

development by both the private and public sectors. 
8. Encourage investment and improvement in the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing 

commercial, industrial, institutional and residential buildings and structures. 
9. Promote revitalization for Historic Walkerton. 
10. Improve parking facilities in Historic Walkerton.  
11. Improve stormwater management and treatment in the Municipality. 

  



Municipal staff has summarized a list of action items, issues and opportunities of numerous studies 
and reports referencing downtown revitalization.  

Municipal Services Review Implementation Final Report, June 20, 2016 

1. Address vacant retail, commercial, and industrial properties with Brockton Property Strategy 

Spruce the Bruce, Walkerton Toolkit, June 2016: 

1. Parking Signage 
2. Better accessibility 
3. Attractive walkways 
4. Façade improvements 
5. Public washrooms downtown 
6. Downtown greenspace 

First impressions Community Exchange, August 2016 

1. Create empty store fronts more attractive. 
2. Sidewalk accessibility is poor 
3. Hartley House 
4. Lack of pedestrian walking 
5. Buildings are run down in the Downtown.  

OMAFRA Trade Area Analysis, 2011 

1. More easily accessible parking 
2. Public washrooms 
3. Clean up the streets 
4. Slow down traffic 

Building a Better Brockton, Sustainable Strategic Plan, 2012 

1. Green space downtown 
2. Protect heritage buildings – encourage development to adhere to the heritage aesthetic 
3. Promote boutique shops, trees and flowers, the Victoria jubilee, Saugeen river – play to our 

strengths 
4. Recycle bins and clean sidewalks 
5. Public washrooms 

The Brockton Economic Development Committee offers the following suggestions from March 19, 
2018 meeting: 

1. Recycle/garbage/dog waste receptacles in downtown and on trails 
2. Public washrooms downtown Walkerton 
3. Parking lot landscape improvements/signage 
4. Sidewalk improvements to cobblestone corners in Brockton 

Next steps are to decide what project the municipality will undergo for Ontario’s Main Street 
Revitalization Initiative.  



As a summary of the reports listed above and recent discussions with the EDC Committee it would 
seem the reoccurring themes are;  

• Public Washrooms 
• Downtown Sidewalk Accessibility Improvements 
• Downtown recycling/garbage and dog waste receptacles  

A decision is not necessary tonight but some thoughts on preferred projects would assist staff in 
directing efforts and bringing back a further report. Clarification would have to be sought if a Public 
Washroom project would qualify, sidewalk improvements and receptacles are clearly within the 
guidelines.  

Sustainability Checklist: 
What aspect of the Brockton Sustainable Strategic Plan does the content/recommendations in this 
report help advance? (More detail is available in the Sustainability Checklist on file and appended to 
this report.) 

• Do the recommendations help move the Municipality closer to its Vision?  Yes 
• Do the recommendations contribute to achieving Cultural Vibrancy? Yes 
• Do the recommendations contribute to achieving Economic Prosperity?  Yes 
• Do the recommendations contribute to Environmental Integrity?  N/A 
• Do the recommendations contribute to the Social Equity?  Yes 

Financial Impacts/Source of Funding: 
• Do the recommendations represent a sound financial investment from a sustainability 

perspective? Yes 

Funding source is $$46,015.23 from AMO 

Reviewed By: 

 

CFO 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
Kathleen Arseneau 

Community Development Coordinator 

 



Reviewed By: 

 

CAO/Clerk 
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