Walkerton Chamber of Commerce & BIA
MINUTES

Tuesday, May 3rd, 2011
Chamber/BIA Boardroom – 12 p.m.
PRESENT

Bonnie Kraemer – President 
Randy Saunders – Vice President 
Elaine Schaab – Past President Kym Hutcheon


Neil Kirstine



Dean Ribey
Tim Mancell 


Sharon Vivian


REGRETS

Dwayne Kaster


STAFF

Tracey Cassidy – Manager
Christine Brandt – Secretary
President Bonnie Kraemer called the meeting to order at 12:13 p.m.
1.1 Adoption of May 3rd, 2011 agenda

A motion was made to adopt the May 3rd, 2011 agenda
MOTIONED BY – Tim Mancell

SECONDED BY – Randy Saunders

MOTION CARRIED
1.2
Conflict of Interest/Pecuniary Interest


None
1.3
Approval of April 13th, 2011 minutes


A motion was made to adopt the April 13th, 2011 minutes


MOTIONED BY – Elaine Schaab

SECONDED BY – Neil Kirstine

MOTION CARRIED

1.4
Business arising from minutes
None

REPORTS/UPDATES
2.1
Office Update – Tracey Cassidy


Chamber/BIA staff will be attending a brochure swap in Owen Sound tomorrow. This is an opportunity to collect new brochures for the Brockton visitor information centre, and to distribute local materials among those in attendance. Tourist information is arriving daily, and staff have prepared packages of materials for those in Brockton offering accommodations. Photos of the motels and bed & breakfasts not currently featured on the website will be taken and added to the accommodations page.

Tracey attended an economic development session in Owen Sound last week. 

A meeting with the Spruce the Bruce group will be arranged. The municipality, the Chamber/BIA and the Image Committee have all expressed an interest in being involved with this group.

12:28 p.m. Dean Ribey arrived at the meeting.

2.2
Office Relocation – Tracey Cassidy


Renovations at the new Chamber/BIA office continue. Quotes are being sought for wiring, and a counter and refrigerator for the kitchen will be priced. Signage options were discussed; the board directed staff to choose a sign and other exterior accessories that fit with the heritage theme.

The Agency Temporary Employment Services, which currently sub-leases office space from the Chamber/BIA, is looking for a new office in Walkerton. A request for any available spaces will be sent out tomorrow in the Weekly Updates. If The Agency leaves the Chamber/BIA before September, staff could move August 22nd; alternately, the move will take place right after Labour Day.
2.3
Image Committee – Neil Kirstine
The Image Committee will have a budget of $18,800 for the next four years, thanks to council’s decision at the last meeting; the committee will discuss their new projects at a meeting this evening. A letter signed by Neil was sent to The Walkerton Herald-Times and the Chamber/BIA membership as a rebuttal to last week’s article and editorial.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

3.1
Motion to pay May 3rd, 2011 bills/accept bills paid

A motion was made to pay the May 3rd, 2011 bills/accept bills paid in the amount of 
$6,054.15.

MOTIONED BY – Neil Kirstine

SECONDED BY – Tim Mancell

MOTION CARRIED

3.2
Trial balance and year-to-date budget report

The trial balance was circulated for review.

NEW BUSINESSES
4.1
There are three new businesses scheduled to open in the next few months: Cava Coffee Cafe is opening on McNab Street before the end of May; Laura Detzler is opening a men’s clothing store on Durham Street in August; and Old Joe’s Cabin is opening in the former Central Tavern in September.

A review last month of the Chamber/BIA database showed seven vacancies among commercial properties in Walkerton. Membership is currently at 286.

NEW BUSINESS

5.1
Saugeen Home & Recreation Expo and Midwestern Ontario Sportsmen Show

The Walkerton Kinsmen Club has agreed to a fee-for-service agreement with the Chamber/BIA to act as a booking agent for the Midwestern Ontario Sportsmen Show in 2012. The arrangement with the home show committee has also been confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE

6.1
Letters of support for Image Committee
Twelve letters of support for the Image Committee were sent to Brockton council before last week’s meeting, and close to 30 business owners attended the council session in support of the committee. Sharon complimented Neil and former Image chairperson Dennis Moran for speaking professionally and passionately.

IN CAMERA

7.1
Not needed
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

MOTIONED BY – Neil Kirstine

SECONDED BY – Sharon Vivian

MOTION CARRIED
